
April 2025

April has brought glorious sunshine here at Chiswick pier and with a promise of more 
to come. Along with this  Spring sunshine comes Spring tides. We've recently 
been experiencing high tide levels of over 7 metres. Our popular Mothering Sunday 
cruise had to alter the planned route as the exceptionally high water level meant the 
boat couldn't go under Kew Bridge as planned. Despite this, everyone had a 
wonderful day on the water, guided by our very capable skipper, Adrian. We've 
another themed cruise coming up as part of the VE day celebrations. Details of this 
and much more below. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

THE BOAT RACE

It was a fantastic day here at Chiswick pier for the Boat Race. Congratulations to 
Cambridge women's and men's teams. It didn't fall Oxford's way but both teams 
clearly gave it their all and gave everyone a fantastic display of competitive sport at 
it's best. The glorious weather lasted and our party was enjoyed by hundreds of 
visitors. Our well stocked bar, and many food stalls kept everyone refreshed and in 
find spirits. A superb party atmosphere. 

                           

As many of you know, this is one of our biggest events of the year, and your 
support means the world to us. We’d love to keep making it better each year, 
so we’d really appreciate it if you could take a moment to fill out this short 
form and share your feedback. Your input helps us improve and ensures we 
can keep hosting - and you can keep coming back!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfQAao1XjpIXSk0_zkbiTPxePuDsXUHZqYauHW42RAT5G_TEQ/viewform?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfQAao1XjpIXSk0_zkbiTPxePuDsXUHZqYauHW42RAT5G_TEQ/viewform?usp=sharing


Thank you again for being part of such a great day! 

Chiswick Sea Cadets

As well as river activity, boats and community events, Chiswick Pier and The Pier 
House are used by many other groups and organisations. One of the groups we host 
is the Chiswick Sea Cadets. Formed in 1997, The Chiswick Sea Cadets work under 
the umbrella of what is now called the Marine Society and Sea Cadets. Since then 
there has been a constant flow of   young people from 12 to 18 years old, with the 
addition more recently of Juniors aged 10 and 11. At weekly meetings here at 
Chiswick Pier,  they work through the Sea Cadet training programme, having the 
choice to extend learning about Seamanship, Communications, First Aid and Boating 
(power boats, rowing, paddle sport, sailing dinghies and off shore).

                                       

The foundation of all this training is to give these young people life skills, resilience 
and confidence to go out in today’s world. The Cadets are present at Party on the 
Pier and Boat Race Day here at Chiswick Pier, Remembrance Day Parade with 
Chiswick British Legion at Turnham Green, sailing on TS Royalist - the Sea Cadets 
tall ship, crossing the Channel on TS Jack  Petchey, a Sea Cadet powerboat, 
attending parades in London for Trafalgar Day and St George’s Day and visits to RN 
ships moored by Tower Bridge. One of the greatest moments was when the Chiswick 
Unit was in one of the Diamond of Sea Cadet boats that led the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee Flotilla on the Thames. For a young person, the Sea Cadets is an incredible 
journey and opportunity to experience so much that is beyond the norm. Maybe you 
know a young person who might be interested to find out more?               https://
www.sea-cadets.org/chiswick

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

COMING UP.. 
 

Talk: 
Protecting the  

River Thames’ seals 
Tuesday, April 29th at 7pm 

https://www.sea-cadets.org/chiswick
https://www.sea-cadets.org/chiswick


The Pier House, Corney Reach Way W4 2UG 

Mary Tester, founder of Thames Seal Watch, will be discussing the latest updates on 
marine mammal sightings in the Thames, including last year's exciting increase in 
dolphin sightings.  She will also highlight an innovative project currently in 
development to address the challenges of marine mammal rescues in the river. Join 
Mary as she shares insights into the thriving wildlife of the Thames and the efforts to 
protect these incredible creatures.

Doors open to The Pier House at 6.30pm. Refreshments will be on sale. 
Tickets £5 / Free to members of Chiswick Pier Trust (CPT) – non-members welcome  
More info on CPT: https://chiswickpier.org.uk/protecting-the-thames-seals

More info on Thames Sea Watch here: https://www.sealwatch.london/about

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                                                            VE DAY CRUISE    
                                                                        MONDAY 5th MAY 2025

While VE Day itself is the 8th of May, to support this year’s  momentous 80th 
anniversary, the bank holiday  Monday 5th May  has been officially dedicated to 
community celebrations. Chiswick Pier Trust  is organising a cruise to Westminster 
and back on Monday 5 May to commemorate VE Day. Whilst sailing down the river 
there will be a commentary including information about the impact the war had on 
London and the damage that was caused. Included is a two-course buffet  lunch. 
Drinks will be available to purchase from the bar on board.

           

Why not come along with your friends, family, neighbours and celebrate the 80-year 
anniversary on the River Thames as a change from a street party? Let’s make this 
unique cruise an opportunity to both honour the freedom that VE Day represents and 
enjoy a special time afloat with friends and family. The boat sets sail at 1.30 p.m. 

https://chiswickpier.org.uk/protecting-the-thames-seals
https://www.sealwatch.london/about


with embarkation from 1.00 p.m. Returning to Chiswick Pier. Duration approximately 
2-3 hours depending on tides.  

Tickets £46 pp on sale now. 
To book tickets, call Chiswick Pier 020 8742 2713 or email 

www.chiswickpier.org.uk  


