March 2025

Spring is definitely here. We been enjoying glorious blue skies all this week and it
promises to continue into the weekend. There's been much activity here at The Pier
House with Thames Explorer Trust running full schedule of riverside education
courses and some cruises. We also had a well attending and fascinating talk about

mudlarking. Below are details of our next talk and some upcoming events here at
The Pier House. Please join us.

What happens at Chiswick Pier?

Many of you already know Chiswick Pier. But here's a quick reminder for those who
may not be aware of all that happens here. The Chiswick Pier Trust has a mandate
to connect the community of Hounslow with The River Thames. We do this through
our annual programme of events, talks, cruises and education. Events include our
annual Party on the Pier, Fireworks cruise, Jazz cruise, Mothering Sunday cruise,
Boat race event day, Great River Race Day, and watercolour workshops. We even
publish a free heritage trail and a nature walk guide which you can view HERE.



Education on the river environment is important to us and as part of our commitment
to serve the community, we fund primary schools from across the borough to
participate in river education days, run by one of our tenants, The Thames Explorer
Trust. We're particularly keen to reach out to less advantaged adults and pupils. So
far in this financial year, The Chiswick Pier Trust has enabled over 1400 key stage 2
children to experience and learn about the river environment, who might otherwise
not have any opportunity in which to do so. The support we receive from the
community participation at our events and activities directly helps us provide this
important service.

Our other tenant users whom we host here are The Chiswick Pier Canoe Club, The
Chiswick Sea Cadets and The RNLI, who presently have their Chiswick Lifeboat
Station based here. On our pier are eight residential houseboats, private tenant
moorings, visitor moorings, Sea Cadets boat and lifeboat. In The Pier House we
have a meeting room with a superb river vista and a hall, both available to hire and
at the front of Pier House alongside the public walkway, is our coffee bike stall. Every
year, we publish a tide table booklet for the Pier. Our members get a free copy and
also free entry to our monthly talks. Membership is just £10 a year. The Chiswick
Pier is a community hub enjoyed by so many. You can see what's coming up on our
website HERE. Why not come and visit us?

NEXT TALK
Local Flood Resilience — Time to get prepared!
Tuesday, March 25th at 7pm

The Pier House



Lizzy Bunker, Programme Manager for Community BlueScapes, speaks about flood
risk along the River Thames and novel initiatives being used to prevent riverside
communities from flooding. Discover how permeable pavements, ‘hydrorocks’ and
ponds can help prevent communities flooding during periods of extreme weather.
Lizzy is working to ensure flood and weather resilience beside Beverley Brook, a
tributary of the River Thames in Richmond. The CommunityBlueScapes programme
was set up in direct response to “a rapidly changing climate and the frequency of
flooding incidents in the borough”.

The programme has been awarded £6million by the Department for Environment
Food and Rural Affairs as part of their £200 million Flood and Coastal Innovation
Programmes and is a partnership between London Borough of Richmond upon
Thames, Barnes Common Limited, and WWT.

Doors open to The Pier House at 6.30pm. Refreshments will be on sale.

Tickets £5 / Free to members of Chiswick Pier Trust (CPT) — non-members welcome
More info on CommunityBlueScapes: https://communitybluescapes.commonplace.is/
Book talk HERE
THE BOAT RACE
Sunday April 13th

This is the big one! The Oxford and Cambridge boat race is on Sunday, April 13th,
starting with the women's race at 13:20 and finishing with the men's at 14:20. Each
University crew battling it out with their revered opponents along this renowned
6.8km stretch of river. This famous event is viewed on screens by millions around the
world. But here in Chiswick, it's right here on our doorstep where we can see it live
as it happens just yards away.



https://chiswickpier.org.uk/local-flood-resilience/

So why not join us? Chiswick Pier offers one of the best vantage points to experience all the
atmosphere and excitement up close. We're throwing a party to celebrate with choices of hot
food, a well-stocked Fullers bar and facilities, so, why not make a day of it?

WATERCOLOUR PAINTING DAY

The Hall, Chiswick Pier
WEDNESDAY 23 APRIL
9.30 a.m. —3.30 pm

We are delighted to welcome Julia Cassels back to Chiswick Pier on Wednesday
23rd April to run another watercolour workshop. Over the past years these
workshops have been very successful and popular. Julia will be working in
watercolours on the topic “parrots”. This workshop is suitable for beginners right
through to the more experienced artist. The fee for the day is £50.00 and as there
are limited spaces available, we recommend you book promptly. Please bring your
own materials, packed lunch and drinks. Bookings can be made by card payment
over the phone on 0208 742 2713 or cash/cheque in person in advance. Office hours
(09.30am - 3pm).

Damon Rawnsley

Many of you may have heard of the tragic events of last week regarding one of our
own boat residents. We feel now is the time to share an update with you all. Damon
went missing from his houseboat late on Sunday evening. On Thursday morning,
Chiswick RNLI crew retrieved a body from the river near Bishop’s Park in Fulham.
We can now confirm that this was Damon. It is now thought this was a tragic
accident and likely Damon slipped and fell from the top of the boat deck during the
stormy night. Damon’s family and partner wish to thank the wider community in
Chiswick for their messages of support and the amazing response from emergency
services and riverside communities in the search for Damon. The family have
personally thanked the RNLI crew members who were directly involved in the search
and retrieval of Damon.



Damon had originally trained at Goldsmiths and the Royal Academy in sculpture and
was renowned for his work in bronze casting as one of the few remaining specialists
in this craft. His clients included the V&A, the Courtauld Institute and the Sladmore
Gallery. His work has sold at Christies. Damon leaves a partner, 18-year-old son and
three brothers. We're still feeling a sense of shock at the loss of 'one of our own'. At
an appropriate moment, we plan to create a fitting memorial to Damon here at
Chiswick Pier.

Thank you.



